
Welcome everyone!
My name is Chris Parker and I was privileged to be elected as Chair of Llanharan 
Community Council and Cllr Will Thomas was elected as Vice Chair for this year.

I would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank Councillor John Bowman who stood 
down as Chair after 2 years in office.
John had worked tirelessly as Chair to give the Council a new strategic direction in the 
face of the austere measures that the public sector is facing. Under his direction, 3 
strategy groups covering administration, economic social and environmental development 
and youth and community engagement have been set up and their deliberations have 
formed the platform for the action the Council will take over the next few years to improve 
and safeguard  our community and the facilities therein.  John also led the action in 
improving the Memorial Garden, getting the Post Office to rethink the location of the new 
Post Office outlet in Llanharan and many other initiatives as well as representing the 
Council at various functions throughout his 2 years as Chair.  He still remains a Councillor 
representing the Brynna Ward and will very much keep me on my toes.
Thank you Cllr. Bowman!

It is also with sadness that I have to mention ex Councillor Brian Ellis who passed away 
this last month. Our thoughts and condolences go out to his family at this time of sadness.

Llanharan Medical Centre
Through some miscommunication the Chair and Chief Medical Office of Cwm Taf Health 
Board did not attend our May Council meeting, but senior representatives attended the 
June Meeting and Council representatives will meet with senior officers of ABMU Health 
Board, ABM Community Health Council and a partner along with the practice manager of 
Pencoed Medical Centre, on 24 June. 
Our questions:
1. Why have some Primary Care Services been allowed to be discontinued at 

Llanharan Surgery without any consultation with the patients who reside in 
Llanharan?

2. If Llanharan Surgery is too small to allow an expansion of services, has Pencoed 
Medical Centre approached Cwm Taf Health Board to find a solution to this problem?

3. Why hasn’t Cwn Taf Health Board, who is statutory responsible for providing Primary 
Health Services in our community not made any provision for such, ever since the 
authority was created.

4. What plans are in place to cope with the influx of new housing that is occurring i.e. 
500+ new houses in the last 5 years and will accelerate quite dramatically over the 
next 5 to 10 years to a further 1800 houses.

By no means are these all the questions that were raised but we will continue the dialogue 
until you, our community have the Primary Care Facilities that you deserve without having 
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to travel by an hourly bus service (very time consuming for a 10 minute appointment with a 
doctor or nurse), or a very expensive taxi journey if you haven't got access to a private car.

Bus Services
The Council has published a full timetable of the 244, 44 & 4 bus services for weekdays, 
evenings and Sundays that serve our community in the diary this month. Please cut out 
and keep. You never know when you might need it.

PACT Meetings
It is proving to be difficult to hold the PACT meetings at 6:30pm prior to the Council 
Meeting and expecting it to cease at 7:00pm for the Council meeting to start.  Therefore it 
is hoped that a Councillor will attend the PACT meeting (on a rota basis) and he/she will 
then report any relevant items during the Council meeting.  May I take this opportunity to 
remind you that members of the public are always welcome to Council meetings and are 
always given the opportunity to air their point of view?

Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust
The usage of the hall and the fields are on the increase.  I will publish a breakdown of the 
activities next month.  The Welfare Ground is to host the Junior Commonwealth and Euro 
Nations Archery Championships on the 1 – 3 August.  This is a very prestigious event 
where future World and Olympic Archers will be competing.  Feel free to go and watch but 
be mindful that arrows can cause serious injury, so follow the organisers instructions and 
stay in safe areas that will be marked out.
Also would those of you exercising your dogs in the Welfare Field please refrain from 
doing so over this period, it will prove to be much safer for all concerned.
If you have an idea for a group activity, ask about the availability of the Hall.  There is help 
and advice available on how to start up from Gill Richards, the Trust’s secretary or Sian 
Davies, the manager of the Drop-in Centre plus lots of other sources and possible financial 
help from the Community Council and other sources to get things going.

Grants
If you run or participate in a voluntary organisation that serves our community, your 
organisation could possibly be awarded a grant from the Community Council towards the 
cost of equipment or a specific project that will enhance the quality of the service that is 
provided.  Please contact myself or the Clerk to obtain a grant application form and return 
it before the end of August.

Christmas Dinners
The Community Council will once again be financially supporting the Christmas dinners for 
the elderly residents in our community, which will be held in Llanharan Rugby Club, during 
December.  
****** Please Note: any catering organisation who would like to submit a quotation for the 
provision of the meals should contact the Clerk to the Council not later than 14 July ******

Future Meetings
The next Community Council Meeting will be held at  Brynnau Primary School, on 17th 
July at 7:00pm.  A reminder that the minutes of the Council’s meetings can be found at our 
office in the Drop-in Centre, at the local Post Offices and on our web site 
www.llanharancc.co.uk or www.llanharancc.webs.com for mobile devices

Celebrations & Congratulations
To finish I would like to tell you about two more items.
The first concerns my first public engagement as Chair of the Council.  I had the privilege 
and honour to present a letter of celebration and congratulations from the Community 
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Council to Mr Edward Thomas, a resident of Bryncae, on reaching his 100th birthday.  I can 
say with hand on my heart that I have met one of the world’s true gentlemen.  His wit and 
wisdom are truly awe inspiring.  It was an occasion I will never forget. I and my fellow 
Councillors wish Ed all the best for the future.

The second concerns Gill Richards, Secretary to Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust. 
Those who are avid readers of the London Gazette will already know, but for the rest of us 
Gill has been awarded the BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL in the Queen’s Birthday Honour List 
of 2014, for service rendered to the community of Llanharan.  CONGRATULATIONS !!. It 
is an honour that is well deserved.  Gill has been instrumental in many areas of our 
community and besides being secretary to the trust, she is secretary to Llanharan OAP 
association, is a founding and still an active figure with the Community Shop, a founding 
figure of the Drop-in Centre and the Blandy-Jenkins Archery Club but to name a few.

Useful Contacts:
Gill Richards, Secretary, LGRT Tel: 01443 222053
Sian Davies, Manager, Drop In Centre Tel: 01443 229723 
Email: llanharancommunity@btconnect.com
Peter Davies, Clerk to Llanharan Community Council  Tel: 01443 231430
Email: clerk@llanharancc.co.uk

Thanks for reading my first article, if you have any opinions (good or bad) or ideas for the 
Council, let me know, or if I can help you in anyway with Council matters then please feel 
free to contact me or Peter Davies.

All the best
Cllr Chris Parker
Chairman of Llanharan Community Council
Chairman of Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust
Tel: 01443 237243
Mobile: 07737 682633
Email: chris.parker@achievez.co.uk
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